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(Bull. iv. pp. 1-66), and contains an account of his collections 
made during a second visit to this interesting region, situated 
on the United-States and Mexican frontier. Mr. Sennett 
was able to add five species to the United-States fauna, all 
of them known Mexican birds. Of these species Dr. Coues 
has given very copious references, and added some valuable 
notes on them, as well as other species mentioned in the 


paper. 
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We have received the following letter addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis ?— 


Srrs,—I am inclined to think that a notice of the occurrence 
of that curiously local species Larus audouini in (as far as I 
know) a new locality may possess some interest for your 
readers, and therefore proceed to lay some of the particulars 
thereof before you. As I lave already mentioned the precise 
locality of this occurrence to several of my brethren of the 
B.O. U., I think that in the interests of a rare species you will 
excuse me from indicating it further than by stating that it is 
an island of the dominions of the Spanish crown in the Medi- 
terranean, some fifty or more miles from the nearest mainland 
or island, and is uninhabited, except by the keepers of a light- 
house erected within the last few years. We approached this 
island in my aux. s.s. yacht ‘Glowworm’ towards the close of 
a fine, perfectly calm day, April 26th, 1879, having left 
our port, about ninety miles distant, about 9 a.m. We saw 
nothing remarkable on our course except an occasional pass- 
ing Shearwater and a distant Gull or two; but about 4 P.M., 
when within a few miles of the island, we had some eight or 
ten of the largest Cetaceans which I have seen in the Medi- 
terranean in full view at the same time, blowing, spouting, 
and playing within a mile of our vessel, and attended by 
many Gulls. I may mention that I had reason to expect 
Audouin’s Gull, and that my visit to the island was princi- 
pally caused by that expectation ; but the Gulls in attendance 
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on the aforesaid whales were too far off for distinct identifica- 
tion, though I could distinctly make out that they were of 
two species, one of which was the Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(L. fuscus) in full plumage. The island is, roughly speaking, 
about half a mile or rather more in length from tie west to 
the cast, highest at the western end, upon which the light- 
house stands, and is composed of what looks like a yellowish- 
red sandstone with masses of boulder-stones imbedded in the 
cliffs which form its sea-walls, and which average from forty 
to sixty feet in height above the water. We lct go the anchor 
in about 8 fathoms some quarter of a mile from the island, 
on its southern side, aud pulled off in our cutter to a landing- 
place just below the lighthouse; we spoke two men in a 
fishing-boat on our way, who told us that the only birds 
which nested upon the island were Gulls, that there was only 
one kind, and that there were eggs in the nests now. At the 
landing-place we were greeted and assisted by some half dozen 
of the lighthouse people, who seemed very glad to sce us, and 
said that their provisions were running short, as they are 
only irregularly supplied by a sailing-boat from the mainland, 
and for some wecks past the weather had been so tempestuous, 
although this day was so calm, that they were beginning to 
feel anxious. ‘The ascent from the landing-place was so 
rough and steep that I, having barely recovered from an 
attack of rheumatic gout, considered that my “strength was 
to sit still,” and be rowed round the island; but my son, and 
the young Sevillano who accompanied us, jumped ashore with 
the ardour of youth, bent upon the exploration of unknown 
country, and with strict injunctions from me to shoot every 
bird that they could, and gather every plant that they could 
find. It was growing dark, numbers of Gulls were wheeling 
in circles high over the island, and I set off to row slowly 
round, with my gun across my knees. I saw a good many 
Gulls, but they were very wary, and not one gave me a shot, 
though I could hear my son platooning away on the flat 
summit of the island, which, as he afterwards told me, 
averages about 100 to 150 yards in width from north to 
south, and is rough and stony, with a thick growth of a low- 
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growing plant. Of this he brought down a specimen, which 
I have lately discovered to be Frankenia revoluta (Forsk.), 
a subspecies of F. lævis (Linn.). I did not get a shot at any 
bird; in fact, besides the Gulls, the only birds seen by me 
were two or three Common Sandpipers, one Whimbrel, one 
Turnstone, a Falcon (either F. subbuteo or F. eleanore), and 
two Stilts (Himantopus melanopterus), evidently on their 
travels, and unwilling to leave their resting-place at this late 
hour of the day for an unknown shore. On getting back 
to the landing-place I was joined by the explorers. My son 
told me that they had seen nothing but Gulls, a Hawk, and 
one small bird; he had only bagged two Gulls, but killed two 
more, which had fallen at a distance into the sea. The two 
specimens of Zarus which he had secured proved to be very 
fine adult Audouin’s Gulls, both males, and he assured me 
that the two others which he had lost were exactly like them, 
with red bills. On our showing these birds to the lighthouse 
men, they solemnly declared that there was no other Gull on 
the island, though the Lesser Black-backed, in adult plumage, 
had been flying over and about them all the evening: they 
told me that they had some eggs, and brought down some 
two dozen of them to us; these were all decidedly eggs of 
either Larus fuscus or L. leucopheus, perhaps of both, but 
most certainly not of L. audouint. Our Spanish companion 
had also taken three eggs from a nest on the flat. summit of 
the island, which were of the same character and size as 
those above mentioned. I had not expected to find eggs of 
Larus audouini, as the eleven taken on the island of Toro 
late in May 1874 were for the most part quite fresh, though 
two of them contained young birds within a few days of 
hatching. The small bird above mentioned proved to be a 
Whinchat (Pratincola rubetra). I was naturally much pleased 
at the addition of L. audouini to the avifauna of Old Spain, 
and went off to our vessel in hopes of securing a good series 
of specimens thereof on the morrow. But it was not to be; a 
very strong westerly wind set in soon after nightfall, and 
having strained and rolled at our chain all night in a heavy 
sea, which would make landing on the island highly dange- 
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rous, if not impracticable, we weighed anchor at daybreak 
and went off. 

Mr. H. E. Dresser has, in his ‘Birds of Europe,’ given 
such an exhaustive account of the history of Larus audouini 
up to date, that it is unnecessary for me to go into details as 
to its habitat; but I think that there is no doubt that the 
headquarters of this Gull are isolated rocks of the Western 
Mediterranean. Ido not believe that it has been, or will be, 
found to breed in precipitous cliffs. The cry of Audouin’s 
Gull is very peculiar, and im the nesting-season affords a good 
means of distinguishing the specics. On wing the most 
noticeable peculiarities are the great length of the wings, and 
of course, if near enough to be distinguished, the brilliant 
coral-red bill and black-looking legs and fect. I may perhaps 
be allowed to mention here that the two young Gulls brought 
from the coast of Sardinia, and presented by me to the Zoolo- 
gical Society in the summer of 1874 as Audouin’s Gulls, 
have proved to be specimens of Larus leucopheus. I much 
regret this, and shall be more cautious in future in placing any 
faith in the asseverations of “vagrom”’ coral-fishing youths 
of Neapolitan or other Italian origin. In this connexion I 
may add that we found Larus leucopheus in some numbers, 
both im the early summer of 1876 and in November 1878, 
frequenting the harbour of Santander, and I should not be 
surprised at meeting with it during the next week in the 
neighbourhood of our present anchorage. 

LiLrorp. 


S.S. ‘Glowworm,’ Dartmouth, 
July 26, 1880. 


Obituary.—On May 25th died, at Lagoa Santa, in Brazil, 
the Danish philosopher and zoologist, Dr. P. V. Lunn, aged 
nearly 79. Born in Copenhagen, he graduated at the Copen- 
hagen Unversity, and was intended for the medical profession. 
He was soon diverted from this pursuit, however, by his in- 
terest for natural science, and when, in 1825, he gained a 
double golden medal for some zoological prize essays, he made 
a definite choice between the two. _ Il health made him seek 
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a milder climate in South America; and after a short stay in 
Rio Janciro he returned to Europe, travelled in Italy with 
J. F. Schouw, the Danish botanist, and Mr. Harewood, and 
spent some years in France, where he became a friend of 
Cuvier. In 1832 he went out again to Brazil, and thence- 
forward lived in the small town of Lagoa Santa, in the pro- 
vince of Minaes Geraes. The remarkable caves near this 
place, containing the fossil remains of the Brazilian fauna 
from the Tertiary period, were discovered by Dr. Lund; and 
the paleontological collections he made in them were pre- 
sented by him in 1854 to the Danish State, and now form 
a separate and much appreciated section of the Zoological 
Museum of Copenhagen. 

‘Dr. Lund also transmitted to Copenhagen many specimens 
of birds from the vicinity of Lagoa Santa. Prof. Remhardt’s 
well-known essay on the bird-fauna of the Campos of Brazil 
was based mainly upon Lund’s collections. 


